


oUGhECiCY
gty Ay
gy A3y

southicicy

S that the Arch

thong?




ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

Brothers promote St. Louis in unconventional ways

By Cynthia Billhartz Gregorian | s Louis posT-piseatch

Jeff and Randy Vines don't look old enough to ride Metro buses by themselves, let alone drink sake
But the baby-faced twin brothers were at Cha Yoon Sushi & Tea Bar in the Central West End one re-
cent evening, putting away a couple of bottles of the Japanese fermented rice and talking about rid-
ing buses into the grittler parts of St Louis when they were teenagers.
“The city has always had so much charm, quirkiness and, of course, great
architecture,” said Randy. "We've traveled enough to know that not
every city has that, and we made it a point after college to
move here as soon as we could.”
Both Vines brothers studied advertising at
Bradley University in Peorda, 11, o town that af-
fered them little in the way of an urban expe-
rience
The brothers, who are 28 and grew up
in Creve Coeur, remember their father
giving them tours of his childhood
nelghborhood in north St Louis,
pointing out where the deli, the
diner and the streetear onee
weres The Vines boys were
enchanted almost instantly,
Five years ago, they
founded STL
company. that designed
and produced T-shirts
printed with witty

“I don't know how
they hear about
us, but 50
percent of our
sales are from St.

“When we got
interested in the
city, we liked it
because it was
kind of forgotten

and nobody and irreverent Louisans living
cared about jt." slogans about the abroad.”
Randy Vines PLEASE SEE sett Vines
BROTHERS | Da
T-shirts | $18 underwear | $10
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oa  Everyday

wWant your own?

Looking for some of this stuff? Try
the following:

*0n the Web: STL-Style.com

* Cruisin’ USA; phone:
314-426-4886

*Vintage Vinyl, 65610 Deimar Boule-
vard, University City; phone:
314-721-4096

= Fifi's, 6172 Delmar Boulevard,
University City; phone:
314-773-2234
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Is that the Arch
on your thong?

Q city. One reads, “Highway Far-

Twins Jeff (left) and Randy Vines, 28, work on T-shirts in their studio, STL-STyLe in Soulard. |

the gritty and weathered culture
of St Louis as well as the fierce
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The brothers are active in the
community. For a while they pro-
duced and starred in a live TV
show that aired on KDHX-TV,

bringing positive attention to liv-
ing downtown, and has been quite
vociferous in supporting the con-

hobby of traveling to other cities
that are classic, but under-appre-
ciated — cities such as Detroit,
Cleveland, and Philadelphia. They
skip sunbelt cities and those west
of SL Louis, which are too new for
their tastes. They do visit Chica-
o, but feel it’s over-hyped.

“It's like a big St. Louls with a
lot of colfee-drinking yuppies,”

1| st.Lous




BRING IT ON HOME

Include son'iething St. Louis in your next vacation photo. The Cardinals are used often, so feel free to try

something new. !
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In the private gardens of Prague Palace, Kathleen and Jim Leach-Ross show where they're from with
their shirts by STL-style.com. And Team Tomato is the name of their son's band; its shirts are at
www.teamtomato.com.

THE TRIP: We spent six days in Prague-at the end
of a central European vacation in September. The
city is very welcoming to tourists, the public trans-
portation system is excellent and we found many

English-speaking people in restaurants and shops. -

Prague is a city made for walking, but the cobble-
stone streets are very much like those in Laclede's
Landing — charming and challenging.

TRAVEL TIPS: A good tour book will guide you

to the major sites, as well as more off-beat ones,
such as the Kafka Museum, Slovakia Cafe and the
Museum of Communism. Trips to surrounding
areas, such as Karlstejn Castle, are easy toreach |
by rail. There are many recitals and concerts in
churches and lovely outdoor cafes. Many of these
events even provide visitors with lap robes for

cool evenings.

Kathleen and Jim Leach-Ross | Creve Coeus
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